I CORINTHIANS  OUTLINE
I   PAUL’S INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS --  1:1-9    


A.
The Salutation -    1:1-3


B.
The Thanksgiving - 1:4-9
II. THE PROBLEM RELATING TO FACTIONS -- 1:10-4:21

A.
The Corinthian problem stated as to Symptoms- 1:20-13

B.
Paul declares his innocence in regard to such actions - 1:14-17


C.
The Gospel is designed to exclude the mind-set of worldly men.



1:18-25  (Understanding) 


D.
God's choice of men shows his rejection of worldly pride -



1:26-31


E. 
The Apostolic Method of evangelism is in contrast to the 


           wisdom of men - 2:1-5


F.
The divine wisdom, however, was too great for the world's 

          leaders -  2:6-9  (Their mistake)


G.
The Holy Spirit revealed what men could not know- 2:10-13



(Their ignorance)


H.
The real problem is identified- 2:14-3:4


I.
The Proper understanding regarding teachers - 3:5-17


J.
Don't be deceived by worldly wisdom - 3:18-23


K.
Leave the actual value of each teacher up to God - 4:1-5


L.
A contrast between the Corinthian false pride and the spectacle 


of the Apostles - 4:6-13


M.
A warning of Apostolic wrath - 4:14-21

III.
 THE PROBLEM RELATING TO VARIOUS JUDMENTS-5:1-6:20


A.
The problem relating to no judgment -- 5:1-8



1. The occasion of Paul's rebuke is incestuous relationship-(vs.1)


         2. The major problem is an unconcerned congregation- (vs.2)


         3. The Apostolic imperative is to judge (discipline) the offender    

   immediately - (vs.3)


         4. The keys to effective discipline (vs.4)


         5. The what of Church discipline (vs.5a)


         6. The why of  Church discipline (vs.5b-6)


         7. The important lesson from typeology (vs.7-8)


B.
The problem relating to whom to judge -- 5:9-13


C.
The problem of who is to judge -- 6:1-11


D.
The problem of what to judge -- 6:12-20

IV.  THE PROBLEM RELATING TO MARRIAGE - 7:1-40

A.
A comparison of General Biblical Theology with that of Paul's, 


regarding marriage.

   General Biblical theology of marriage:



1.  Genesis  1:26-28- Sexual beings made in God's image.



2.  Genesis 2:18-25;  3:16-21- Marriage the norm.



3.  I Peter 3:1-7 - marriage assumed



4.  Hebrews 13:4 - marriage the norm


  Paul:




1.  Ephesians 5:22-33 (32) - beautiful



2.  I Timothy 3:1-3; 4:1-5; 5:9-10; 11-16 esp. 16 -expected



3.  Titus 1:5-9;  2:3-5 -  the norm



4.  I Corinthians 9:5 - the norm



(2)
      Paul's theology changes in I Cor. 7 for a special reason (7:26,28,31)      
 and is an exception to the general rule.

 B.
 What were the questions the Corinthians asked regarding marriage?   
(circumstances)


       
1.  Is marriage under our circumstances even a scriptural option? 



  (vs 1-7)


       
2.  What should singles and widows do? ( vs 8-9)


        
3.  Would it not be better to dissolve existing Christian 




marriages? (vs. 10-11)


     
 4.  What do you have to say about mixed marriages? Surely 



they are to be dissolved -  (vs. 12-17)



5.  What is the responsibility of parents with unmarried children 


at home?   (vs 25-38)


C.  What about marriage? -- 7:1-7



1.  The single state is good and proper, it is even sometimes 



best. (however it is never the norm).  vs. 1



2,  Marriage however is more often necessary - vs.2 




a.  Notice that the purpose of marriage is varied.




b.  Genesis 2:18;  I Timothy 5:14



3.  Marriage if entered into is to be lived as married. Vs 3-5



4.  The Biblical view of sexual intercourse:




a. I Corinthians 7:2 - it is to be in marriage.



b. I Corinthians 7:3 - it is duty.



c. Genesis 1:26-27 - it is natural.



d. I Corinthians 7:3- it is intelligent (due).



e. I Corinthians 7:2- it is for fun and protection.
(3)



f. Ephesians 5:32 -  it is satisfying.


(4)



g. I Corinthians 7:5- it is to be done regularly




h. I Corinthians 6:12-20- it is exclusive with one's 





marriage partner.




i.  Ephesians 5:22-33- it is educative



5.  To marry or not marry is up to the individual's choice vs. 6-7



6.  What about singles and widows?  (vs. 8-9)




a.  The "unmarried" in this context probably refers to 




those single (never married or widowers) and 




living along and independent of parents.




b.  The unusual circumstances dictate Paul's unusual 




advice.



7.  What about married Christians?  vs. 10-11




a. The Lord has directly addressed himself to this 





question - vs 10a.




b.  The imperatives:  10b-11





(1.)  "Do not leave…" by command.





(2.)  "remain unmarried…" 





(3.)  "else be reconciled"



8.  What about Christians married to non-Christians? Vs.12-16 




a. The Lord has NOT addressed himself to this problem.





Vs. 12a




b. "let him not leave her…." 




c. The real difficult question is the expression "is not 




bound" vs. 14-16       (Remember the condition)




d. Notice the demand for "peace"



9.  An important Principle - vs.17-24



(5)



a.  The principle:   17,  20, 24




b.  The illustration of circumcision - vs. 18-20




c.  The illustration of slavery - vs. 21-24



10.  The parent's responsibility and marriage - vs. 25-38



a.  The apostolic advice- 7;25




b.  The single state is better in times of stress- vs.26-31




c.  There are advantages to the single life - vs. 32-35




d.  Wisdom must be exercised - vs. 36-38



11.  The strong demands of the Marriage covenant -vs. 39-40

V.    THE PROBLEM RELATING TO CHRISTIAN LIBERTY--



8:1- 11:1


A.  The question of eating in an idol's temple - 8:1-6



1.  The limitation of knowledge alone - vs. 1-3



2.  Someone has well said: "Knowledge without love is only 



another form of ignorance."  And that, often vicious !



3. Notice to love God is to be known by God - vs. 3




Matthew 22:37-40; I John 5:1-3 cp. I John 3:13-4:21




Galatians 4:8-10  - a phrase of salvation




John 17:3



4.  Paul agrees that their understanding about God is correct.  




vs. 4-6




a. The problem specifically stated- vs 4a  (later it will be 




made more clear that the Corinthians meant 





primarily in an idol temple.




b. The idea of a deity behind idols Paul agrees is false. 





So far their knowledge is adequate.  Later it will be 



proven inadequate  vs. 4b





(1) The world believes in many gods…many Lords. 




They re all false gods.





(2) Christians believe in one God revealed and 





manifested three ways.




c.  Paul will later prove their "superior knowledge" most 




inadequate.


B.  The inadequacy of their knowledge as to the weaker brother- 8:7



1. The knowledge of the strong brother  is not everyone's. vs. 7a



2. The weaker brother could not shake the idea that the idol did 



pollute in some way. vs. 7b



3.  The consequence:  the weak conscience is defiled. Vs.7c


C.  The principles to be understood -   8:8-12



1.  Food within itself is a neutral thing. vs. 8



2.  Liberty is never to be exercised if to do so causes a weaker 



brother to stumble.  vs. 9



3.  The weak brother is identified and his action analyzed-vs. 10



4.  The responsibility of such a failure will be partially the 



strong brother! -  vs. 11-12


D.  Paul's admonition and example -  8:13-9:23



1.  Paul's admonition - vs. 13



2.  First Paul speaks of his rights which all must admit were 



inherent - vs. 9:1-4




a. he has certain rights arising out of his calling and work.




   Essentially his right to be supported. vs. 3-4



3.  Paul speaks of parallel rights.  vs. 5-6 


(6)


4.  Paul speaks of commonly understood rights - vs. 7
(7)


     Soldier- wages /  vineyard keeper-fruit /




shepherd-meat & Milk 



5.  Paul speaks of inherent rights spoken of in scripture vs.8-10




a. law: Deut. 25:4  (vs.8-9c)     b.Dumb animals: vs.9b, 




c. By implication even more so of human rights-vs. 9c-10



6.  Paul speaks of the greater rights belonging to greater service 



vs. 11-12a



7.  Paul's point is…. I gave those rights up for you ! - vs.12b



8.  The inherent rights of temple servants- vs. 13-14


9.  Paul gave up his rights for them and himself - vs. 15-18



10.The logic behind Paul's willingness to sacrifice - vs.19-23


E.  The Christian life demands self discipline - 9:24-10:14



1.  Several illustrations of giving up rights to achieve an athletic 


goal - vs. 24-27



2.  A reminder of Israel's privilege in the past - 10:1-4



3.  Israel failed to capitalize on her privileges - vs. 5



4.  Israel's history was written for Christians - vs. 6-12



5.  Paul's conclusion is that giving up one's liberties is not too 



much to sacrifice with God's help - vs. 13


F.  Paul's first direct answer to the Corinthian's question:  with all your 


knowledge your are partially wrong -  10:14-22



1.  Under certain conditions attendance and participation 




associates one with the object of worship -  vs. 14-18



2.  Paul makes an important deduction about idols…their       (8)



temple…their communion - 19-20a


G.  Paul's second direct answer to the Corinthian's question:  You are 


partially correct - 10:23-11:1.


1.  Paul again presses the necessity to limit one's rights  -




vs.23-24



2.  Paul then speaks of where their liberty might function - 



vs.25- 27




a. From the public markets - 25-26




b. In private homes (neither of these above two 





necessarily or essentially associate one with false 




religion - vs.27




c. Note the application of this principle to many of our 




present day holidays.



3.  Again liberty is balanced with concern for others - vs. 28-30



4.  The rule of Christian liberty - vs. 31-33



5.  Imitate Paul - vs 11:1



6.  The great lesson of this section is that the love of God and 


        love of the brethren is more important than personal liberty.


H.  The principles which control Christian liberty


1.  What is Christian liberty



2.  Is it lawful - I Corinthians 5:1-9



3.  Is it expedient? - 6:12a



4.  Is it enslaving? - 6:12b



5.  Is it edifying? - 10:23


6.  Does it promote peace?  - Romans 14:19



7.  Does it offend the conscience?  - Romans 1:23

(9)


8.  Is it an expression of love? - I Corinthians 8:1-13



9.  Is the place you do it correct? - I Corinthians 10



10.is it decorous? -  I Corinthians 11:13

VI.   THE PROBLEM RELATING TO SPHERES -- 11: 2-16


A.   Paul's sarcastic response to the Corinthian claim of Orthodoxy-


11:2



1.  Remember Paul is systematically responding to their letter 



(I.Corinthians 7:1) and general knowledge (1:10-6:6:20)




a. He is responding in the same fashion as their 





"everything is permissible for me" 




b. Consider every section previous and past to clearly 




see they were NOT holding " to the teachings".



2.  It is important to understand the different uses of the 




teachings. (traditions- Kjv..Asv)




a. Paul is not discussing HUMAN or LOCAL tradition.





1.  Matthew 15:7-9; Colossians 2:8; Galatians 1:-9




b. Paul is discussing Divine tradition.





1.  II Thessalonians 2:15; 3:6; I Timothy 6:3; 





    John 17:7-8, 20;  Hebrews 2:3-4



3.  It is vital to recognize that only Divine tradition is binding, 



NEVER HUMAN TRADITION !


B.   The problem is identified Generally -  11:3



1.  This verse states the basic problem of what is violated.




a. God has a divine chain of authority or spheres of 




responsibility:   God….Christ…Man…Woman.  




This is universal and not just for "religious acts".




b. The Corinthians had allowed this order to be violated 




contrary to Divine Tradition.



2.  Paul, because he must correct some of the women for getting 

        into the man's realm, will add a balancing thought in vs. 11.


C.  The Problem specifically identified - 11:4-5a



1.  Notice the occasion and command - vs. 4-5a




a.  The action (what) is corrected and not the place 





(where) -  cp.  I Corinthians 14:33-34




b.  Notice it is only while praying and prophesying that 




the commands apply.





1. Prayer is oral





2. The traditional approach therefore will not hold.



2.  How could praying or prophesying by the woman dishonor 



her head?  




a.  (1) head,  (2) covering




b.  Not in silence !





1. I Corinthians 14:34 - "…in assembly…'




2. I Timothy 2:8-15 (11) -"… in quietness…"




3. I Peter 3:1-6 (4) - "…gentle and quiet spirit…"



c. Only while articulating in certain ways and before a 




mixed audience can she dishonor her head. --





        I Corinthians 11:4-5a





1. I Timothy 2:12; 





2. I Cor.14:33-34.- "…as the law says…"
(10)




3. Dominion …authoritative teaching…oral prayer  




and proclamation only are forbidden.




4. Would there be such occasions? 









(Acts 2:17; 21:9)


D.  The solution to the problem - 11:5b-10



1.  First, Paul speaks of distinctive male and female appearance.




The law of sexuality- vs. 5b-6  ( again..  11:13-15)



2.  The contrast of God's image - vs. 7



3.  The order of creation - vs. 8-9



4.  The reminder of angels - vs. 10


E.  In spite of the differences between the male and female , they are 


both are mutually dependent on each other. - 11:11-12


F.  They need each other..as regards redemption -vs 11; need each 


other biologically and to function in this world. Vs. 12



1. Notice how I Peter 3:7 develops this thinking.


G.  Even nature's decorum agrees with God's Word - 11:23-15


H.  There is only one universal code concerning this matter - 11:16
VII.  THE PROBLEM RELATING TO THE LOVE FEAST- 11:17-34


A.  The problem identified in generalities - vs 17-19


1.  Notice  verse 17



 
a.  I Corinthians 13:1-3 (12:31; 14:1; 8:1 - love edifieth)




b. I Corinthians 14:3,4,5,12,26 - The very purpose of the 




assembly is to edify.



2.  Verse 18 --  "divisions"  (Skisma)




a. The idea in context is Inward Alienation and not split 




as we often think of it.



(11)


3.  Verse 19 -- " factions" (differences) 'Hairesis'   Clique: a 



small, exclusive circle of people,  snobbish or narrow.


B.  The problem is specifically identified - 11:21-22,34



1. drunk …might be better translated "glutted"



2. Mehuo - the idea is over-indulged and usually with wine or 



strong drink.



3. One point is obvious: Paul is not here speaking of the Lord's 



Supper.    Often ate together : II Peter 2:13; Jude 12



4. The problem then was the wealthier shaming the poorer with 



their so-called love feast.



5.  The wealthier members weak excuse  vs. 22, 34


C.  What was the result of such insensitivity - vs 20


D.  The divine solution to solving their problem - vs 23-26



1. verses 22b and 23a - The actions of the Corinthians were in 



some fashion contrary to the memory of that night.



2.  The Lord's Supper is a special memorial to trigger the 




thinking of his people.  Vs 34-25.



3.  The disciples and that "night"




a.  Matthew 26:14-16, 47-50 -Judas; Matthew 26:31-35- 




Peter disputes both scripture and Jesus ( the others 




did too); Luke 22:24-28 -who is greatest; John 13: 




1-20 -refused to be as servants.




b.  Mark 14:32-42, 50  They slept…All left him..





Jesus was disputed…dispised..deserted..degraded 




and doomed to die (by them).



4. The Lord and that "night"




(12)



a. John 13:1-3; Luke 22:15;19; 20; John 17:9; John 18:8



5.  The point for the Corinthians


E.  The lesson of the Lord's Supper - 11: 27-32



1. I Corinthians 11:27 --"…an unworthy manner…"



2. I Corinthians 11:28-29 .."prove himself..if not discern body"


3. I Corinthians 11: 27b.. ' guilty of the body and blood"

F.  Paul's direct instructions to the Corinthians - 11:33-34
VIII. THE PROBLEM RELATING TO THE SPIRIT'S SPECIAL   

     GIFTS--12:1-14:40


A. The gifts and the confession - 12:1-3



1.  Remember Paul is still responding to a number of questions 



the Corinthians have asked . (7:1,25, 8:1; 16:1)



2.  The difficulty is determining just what was their question. It 



appears that two factors led to the particular question 



addressed in his section.




a. The persecution




b. A compromising confession



3.  Brief study of the term "gift".



4.  12:2 - The Corinthians had in the past been deeply involved 



in pagan idolatry.



5.  12:3  - Paul's direct answer to their question: The Holy Spirit 


miraculously is never negative regarding Jesus but was 



always without exception positive.  Then gives a twofold 



test.



6.  What led to this question being asked?


(13)

B.  The Godhead is dedicated to the common good of his people- 


12:4-6



1.  The Spirit gives diverse gifts to equip the saints - vs 4



 
a. Natural and supernatural




b. Romans 12:6-8; I Peter 4:10-11 --I Cor. 12:8-11



2.  The Lord provides the areas of SERVICE for the saints vs. 5 




a. Evangelism,  Edification, Benevolence



3.  The Father supplies the ENERGY to accomplish His 




purpose.  Vs 6



4.  Point:  the contentions over certain gifts of the Holy Spirit 



were a contradiction of their very purpose.


C.  The Holy Spirit gave them gifts for their common good- 12:8-11



1.  The principle expressly stated - vs. 7



2.  The very diversity of the Spirit's gifts demonstrate the 




principle - vs 8-10



3.  The wisdom of the Holy Spirit - vs 11


D.  The principle of Diversity in Unity Illustrated - 12: 12-13



1.  The analogy of the human body - vs 12



2.  The Divine process of building the body of Christ-vs 13




(John 16:7-11; John 3:5; Ephesians 4:1-3)


E.  The Diving wisdom of Diversity and it essential nature - 12:14-20



1. Nature of a body demands many and varied members-vs.14



2. Nature of a body insists upon unity - vs. 15-16 


3. Any one member is totally inadequate alone - vs. 17



4. God's wisdom is seen in His plan - vs. 18-20


F.  The Essential Diversity of members demands mutual respect for 


each member-  12:21-26





(14)

G.  The church as the body of Christ must have diverse gifts -12:27-31



1.  The Church as the body of Christ - vs 27



2.  God's diverse gifts for the church - vs 28



3.  God limits each kind of gift He gives because the body 



demands diversity - vs. 29-30



4.  Paul now tells the Corinthians their real needs: (vs. 31) how 



to solve.

H.  Paul's first major corrective:  Walk the way of love - 13:1-13



1.  The Indispensability of love- vs.1-3




a. No matter which gift one possesses, if it is utilized 




without love, the possessor is without merit-vs. 1-2




b. No matter what act of benevolence , if it is rendered 



        without love,there is no profit for the bestower-vs. 3



2.  The nature of true love vs. 4-7




a. Patient, kind, does not envy, does not boast, is not 



    proud, is not rude, is not self-seeking, is not easily 



    angered, no record of wrongs, not delight in evil, 



    rejoices with truth, protects, trusts, hopes, 
perseveres.



3.  The permanency of love - vs. 8-12




a. Love is fundamental- time and eternity -vs.8a




  (1) Matthew 22:37-40; John 13:34-35; 15:1217; 17:21




b. By contrast the supernatural gifts are temporary-vs.8b




c.  The reason (temporary) is their inherent lack- vs.9-12




  (1) partially designed to function only until the 





complete arrives -13:10



(15)



  (2) Immature waiting for maturity to arrive - vs. 11




  (3) Only reflections waiting for the actual - vs. 12



4.  Just what did Paul have in mind with his discussion in 




vs. 9-12




a. Supernatural gifts temporary because purpose was 



  temporary.(Mark 16:20; Acts 2:22; II Corinthians 16:12)




b. Supernatural gifts temporary because they only  until 



  God's people matured in love.  Love is the perfect 




(complete).  Seems to agree with: Eph. 4:11-16.

Special Study



Introduction:




Much controversy centers around the phrase:  





"That which is Perfect."




1.  The coming of Christ -- Time




2.  Christ when He comes--Person



3.  The full and complete revelation of God --Lack



4.  Love -- Way


A.   What was the problem at Corinth?   "Disunity"




1. Not a lack of knowledge - cf. 1:5




2. Not a lack of revelation - established by an apostle.




3. Lack of edification- Chapter 14



B.  Partial Knowledge?




1.  I Cor. 8:3;  13:12b- with love




2.  Note:  I John 4:7-8




3.  "that which is perfect comes" - face to face



C.  The Gender argument





(16)



1. It is said: "that which is perfect" is neuter. Therefore, 




it cannot speak of love which is feminine.
(17)



2.  Consider: 




      a. I John 1:1; Matthew 1:20; Luke 1:35; John 3:16;




      b. I John 5:4; II Corinthians 3:ll;  Hebrews 8:13



D.  Context



1.  Some gift all could possess. What did they lack? 




Knowledge or love?




2.  If one loves God will he know God "even as" he is 




known of God?




3.  Paul needed to settle a present problem: the (love) 




lack of love.






(End of special study)
__________________________________________________________


5.   Follow after love - 13:13-14:1a




1.  Three great aspects of Christianity a permanent 





existence 13:13a




      a. Faith which looks back to God's great redemption.




      b. Hope that looks ahead to God's great rewards.




      c. Love which shares in God's great relationships.




2.  The greatest of these is the "Way" of love for it  



           produces the divine unity God strives for among 




His people- vs.13b-14:1c.




I.  Paul's second major corrective: Desire the greater gifts- 14:1-40



Introduction:   Much as been said regarding the supposed 


difference between the tongues (languages) of Acts 2, 10 and 


this text. However , a single important factor makes all the     


supposed difficulties disappear when observed.  The tongues of 


Acts are exercised outside the Christian assembly while those at 

Corinth are exercised in the assembly.



The tongues are the same (prayers spoken unto God in a human 

foreign language not known by the speaker but uttered by a 


divine supernatural gift), but the rules for their use are different.  

Paul will place certain specific limitations on tongues in the 


assembly where they were not really designed to be used.  The 


limitations of the assembly were not applied outside the 



assembly.  Therefore the apparent difference.












(18)


a.  The two key correctives - vs. 14:1




1. Follow the way of love.




2. Desire for a supernatural gift is good and acceptable.




3. Desire to prophesy is Second major corrective.





(1) completes the imperatives of 12:31.





(2) Prophecy must be one of the greater gifts






(Eph. 4:11; I Cor. 12:28;)





(3) Notice: "the greater gifts" are those that are 





instructive - 14:1c.



b.  Prophecy is superior to tongues both in direction and 




instruction - 14:2-3




1. When one speaks in a tongue in the assembly two 




things occur:





(a)  He speaks to God (direction)  vs. 14:2a





(b)  He speaks mysteries (no instruction) vs.14:2b




2.  When one speaks prophecies in the assembly two 




things occur:





(a)  He speaks unto men (direction)





(b)  He speaks edification, exhortation and 






consolation (instruction).



c.  Prophecy is superior to tongues in it purpose - vs.14:5




1.  Obviously the major purpose of assembly is for 





edification - 14:3, 5, 6, 12, 26.




2.  Tongues were specifically designed to meet the 





edification need but prophecy was.



d.  Paul develops the Logic of his position - 14:6-11




1.  Appeals to their common sense and judgment- vs.6




2.  Uses an analogy of musical instruments to develop his 



point.  vs. 7-9




3.  Paul reminds them of the effect on  hearers- vs.10-11



e.  Edification of the assembly is essential - 14:12-19




1.  The key to every action in the assembly is edification.  



Vs. 12





(a) I Corinthians 10:23-24 --In liberty





(b) I Corinthians 11:17 -- in unity (lack)





(c) Romans 14:19 -- the principle



2. Whatever the gift, if used in the assembly, must edify 




vs. 13-14




3.  Edification cannot occur for the assembly unless 




understanding is available -- 14:15-17




4.  Paul's attitude is expressed -- 14:18-19



f.  Paul makes a strong appeal -- 14:20-25


(19)



1. Grow up in Christ - vs. 20 cp. 13:11

(20)



2. The Principle of strange tongues- vs. 21




3. The Principle applied to tongues- vs. 22-25



g.  The proper control of supernatural gifts- 14:26-35




1.  The edification principle is again stressed in regard to 




the assembly - vs. 26




2.  The principle applied to tongues - vs. 27-28




3.  The principle applied to prophets - 14:29-33a




4.  The principle applied to women - vs. 33b-35



h.  The demand of apostolic authority - 14:36-38




1.  A sarcastic remark regarding the ungodly pride of the 




Corinthians - vs 36




2.  Paul writes the commandment of the Lord - vs. 37




3.  A second sarcastic remark- vs. 38



i.  Paul's concluding thoughts on the supernatural gifts-14:39-40




1. Desire to prophesy … do not forbid tongues - vs. 39




2. Let all things be done decently and in order - vs. 40

IX.    THE PROBLEM RELATING TO THE RESURRECTION--


      15:1-58

A.  The Apostolic Affirmation concerning the Resurrection of Jesus 


Christ  -  15:1-34



1.  The heart of the apostolic gospel includes the bodily 




resurrection of Jesus.  vs. 1-4

    

     a.  Paul reminds them of the content of the "gospel"-1a,3a.



     b.  Paul reminds them that first they had "received" his 



message and now stand on it as a foundation.  Vs. 1b



     c.  Paul reminds them of several fundamental truths. Vs. 3-4



     d.  Essential then to a saving knowledge of the gospel is to 



understand and believe that Jesus was raised Spirit, Soul 



& Body.


B.   The bodily resurrection of Christ is verified by many 




witnesses.  Vs. 15:5-11



1.  Three lines of evidence are presented as verification of 



Paul's affirmation of the resurrection of Christ.



2.   First the wide variety of eye witnesses to his resurrection.




Not an exhaustive list but an impressive one. -vs. 5-7




a. Cephas (Aramaic for Peter-John 1:42; I Cor.1:12;) 5a




b. The 12 (generally thought of as Apostles)  vs. 5b




c.  500+ believers saw him at one time ! -vs. 6




d.  James, physical brother of Jesus saw him. -vs 7a



3.  Paul's second bit of evidence …he saw Jesus on road to 



Damascus - vs. 8-10  (Acts 9 ; 22 ; 26)



4.  Final evidence was the absolute consistent preaching of all 


          who had seen the Christ following his resurrection.-vs. 11


C.  The problem Paul is dealing with is specifically identified. Vs.12


1. It is important to recognize the question Paul is asking. His point is 



if Christ has been raised AS A MAN how can "some among 



you" affirm that the rest of mankind will  not be raised.



2. The predominant Greek thought (platonic) believed in life beyond 



the grave, but only as a spirit existence. 



( I Thess. 4:13;-5:11; Acts 17:16-34)
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3.  Paul was not satisfied for the church to believe in life beyond the 



grave as a spirit ! He will insist upon a resurrection of bodies !
  D.  The consequences of denying the bodily resurrection of all humanity are 


plainly stated.  vs. 13-19



1. Simply believing in life after death as a permanent state as a spirit




apart from the human body is DEADLY.



2.  Paul will use Greek logic against the Greek concept of denying the 



resurrection.  Uses syllogism.. as follows.



3. Paul establishes his major premise on the assertion of "some". Then 

    he adds the minor premise relating to Christ. Then the necessary 


    conclusion follows if their major premise is correct.  vs. 13




Major Premise (some): Mankind will not be raised.




Minor Premise (Paul) : The Christ man. 




Necessary Conclusion:  Christ has not been raised.



4.  Paul now take the conclusion forced by the position of 



"some" from his first syllogism and makes it the Major 



premise of a series of doctrinal positions preached by the 



apostles: They follow.



     a.
Major Premise:               Christ has not been raised.




(15:14a)




Minor Premise:

Apostolic preaching affirmed 







the resurrection of Christ.




Necessary Conclusion:    Apostolic Preaching is vain.
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    b.
Major Premise:

Christ has not been raised.



        (15:14b)(15:17a) 



Minor Premise:

Christian faith is founded upon 







the resurrection of Christ. 


    
Necessary conclusion:
Christian faith is vain



    c.
Major Premise:

Christ has not been raised.




(15:15)




Minor Premise:

The apostles all claimed they 







had witnessed his resurrection.




Necessary conclusion: 
The apostles are false witnesses.



    d.
Major Premise:(re-

Mankind are not raised.




peated) 15:16




Minor Premise: 

Christ is a man




Necessary conclusion:
Christ was not raised.



    e.
Major Premise:

Christ has not been raised




(15:15b)






Minor Premise:

Forgiveness of sin is dependent 






upon Christ's resurrection. 




Necessary conclusion:  
Christians are still in their sins.



    f.
Major Premise:

Christ has not been raised




(15:18)







Minor Premise:

The hope of the dead to survive 






is dependent upon Christ's 







resurrection.





Necessary conclusion:
The dead have perished
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   g.
Major Premise:

Christ has not been raised.




(15:19)




Minor Premise:

The Christian hope is 








dependent upon the resurrection 






of Christ.




Necessary conclusion:
Christianity is a tragedy.



5.  Remember all the above consequences are the results of 



denying the BODILY RESURRECTION of humanity in 



the general resurrection at "the last day"  (John 11:24 ! )



6.  The resurrection of Christ and mankind are inextricably 



linked together.  
John 14:19; Acts 4:2; 







Philippians 3:10,21;  I Thess. 4:14;







I Peter 1:3


E.  Paul again reasserts the divine apostolic scheme of redemption



15:20-28



1.  The true apostolic doctrine is reaffirmed. - Vs 20-22



2.  The order of the redemptive events.- Vs. 23-27a


3.  A further explanation to assure proper understanding of the 



divine chain of authority. - Vs. 27b-28




a. The Father was never subject to the Son.




b. The Son is the Father's administrator over all his works.




c. The ultimate victory again sees the Father over all 



    things.


F.  Three Contradictory actions are assured for one who claims to be a 

Christian but denies the Resurrection doctrine. -  15:29-33




1.  It is a contradiction to Christian baptism. - Vs 29
(24)


2.  It is a contradiction to Christian sacrifice especially as 


    demonstrated in exposure to danger for the faith. - 15:30-32




(II Corinthians 1:8-10;  4:7-15)



3.  It is a contradiction to Christian holiness and the discipline 



that is necessary to achieve it.-  Vs. 32b-33


G.  Paul's strong admonition to turn from the sin of denying the 



resurrection of mankind to the righteousness of the general 


resurrection truth  - vs. 34


H.  Some questions answered about the resurrected body.  15:35-49



1.  Two questions asked by skeptics of the resurrection.- vs.35



2.  Paul establishes four truths by common observations as 



platform to his answers  -vs. 36-41



     a. From the seed a number of ideas are developed- vs.36-38




(1) That burial does not necessarily deny life- vs. 36




(2) That which is buried is not necessarily that which 




arises, yet there is a definite continuity.-vs.37




(3) God decides the form of each body (choice)-vs 38



    b.  Paul then illustrates the principle of exists with flesh-



vs.39



    c.  Paul develops his points further in discussing bodies in 


     different spheres possessing a variety of glories - vs. 40-41




(1) Celestial bodies…realms beyond the earth-vs. 40a




(2) Terrestrial bodies…designed for the earth- vs.40b




(3) The glory of both realms is different & varied-40c-41



    d.  What experience teaches all men.
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3.  Paul's first answer to their questions is a deduction based on 



the foregoing    15:42-44


     a.  Notice his,  "So will it be with the resurrection"- vs. 42a



     b.  First notice the necessary continuity - vs. 42-44




(1)  "it" is sown…"it is raised"  42b; 43a,b; 44;




(2) what went in came out changed but not exchanged



     c.  Next notice the alteration of matter involved -vs. 42-44




(1) Corruption to incorruption - vs.42




(2) Weakness to power - 43b




(3) Natural body to spiritual body - 43b



     d.  Then consider the glory idea - vs. 43



     e.  Finally there is the sphere concept - vs.44



     f.  Implied is the fact of God's choice and plan.



4.  Paul's second direct answer to their questions is an appeal to 



scripture   15:45-49



    a.  The two Adams are contrasted as to the nature of life they 



pass on - vs. 45



    b.  The two stages in the divine economy are sharply 




distinguished - vs. 46



    c.  Then the perspectives of the two Adams and their seed are 


noted - vs. 47-49


I.  The case of those still alive at the second coming of the Lord-


15:50-58



1.  Man as He is now in his natural body is not prepared for the 



kingdom's ultimate state   - vs. 50-53
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a. The living are not now prepared for eternity -vs. 50




b. Paul relates by revelation two important facts relative 




to Jesus' return - vs. - 51-52a




c. Paul relates the order of events which will occur for 




the living- vs. 52b-52





(1)  I Thessalonians 4:13- 5:11




d. Paul then explains the why of the preceding -vs. 53



2.  Death is finally swallowed up in victory at the resurrection - 



15:54-57




a.  The final redemptive act is the resurrection - vs.54-55




b.  Man's problem is specifically identified -vs.56




c.  Man's victory is through the work of the Lord Jesus 




Christ. -vs. 57



3.  Paul's Final word of exhortation relating to the resurrection- 



15:58




a. First be solid on your stand relating to the resurrection 



of mankind - vs. 58a




b. Let nothing stop you from good works. -vs. 58b




c. The reason…you know you will be raised…don't fear -




58c



X.     THE PROBLEM RELATING TO THE JUDEAN 




COLLECTION--16:1-9


A.  Paul's special instructions for the Judean collection- 16:1-2



    1. Follow the same plan as the churches of Galatia - vs-1



    2. The plan:  16:2
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B.  Paul's special instructions for expediting the delivery of the 



Judean collection -  16:3-4


    1. They were to select one or more trustworthy members to 



deliver their contribution.   - vs. 3a


    2.  Paul would provide a letter of apostolic recognition-vs. 3b



    3.  Paul himself would travel if it were needful with their 



appointees - vs. 4



C.  Paul explains to the Corinthians a change in his travel plans. 


-vs. 5-9



    1.   First go North through Macedonia before coming to 




them-
vs. 5




a. Original plan apparently was to leave Ephesus and sail 




directly to Corinth.  Then he would go North into 




Macedonia and return a second time to them  





(II Corinthians 1:15-16)




b. This change was used by some false teachers in 





Corinth to try to discredit Paul.. Much of II 





Corinthians was written to defend this change of 




travel plans ( II Corinthians 1:15-23)



     2.  The Reason for Paul's change of travel plans - vs.6-7



     3.  Paul's present plans - vs. 8



D.  Why was there such a need for this special contribution?


     1.  The Cause:




a. Many Christian Jews were probably disenfranchised 




because of their faith -- Hebrews 10:32-34




b. The political forces were certainly opposed to them - 




John 9:22-23;  Acts 8:1-3;  12:1-3
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c. There was also climatic circumstances-Acts 11:28-30



    2.  The Purpose:




a. To help relieve the needy saints in Judea- Gal. 2:10




b. To develop a more cordial feeling between Jewish and 




Gentile Christians - Romans 15:30-33



    3.  It is interesting.. and perhaps serious.. today




Contribution is now concentrated in buildings..equipment




And evangelism (in that order generally). In first century




It was benevolence and evangelism ..in that order.

XI.    THE CONCLUDING THOUGHTS -- 16:10-24 


A.  Special instructions to the church regarding Timothy -16:10-11



1.  Paul's fear was that Timothy might walk into problems 



ignorant and be hurt.



2.  Timothy should not be threatened - vs. 10



3.  Timothy should be respected - vs. 11



4.  Timothy should be assisted - vs. 11b


B.  Paul's explanation of Apollos' delay in coming to Corinth -vs.12



1. Paul's request -vs. 12a



2. Apollos' answer - 12b


C.  Paul's admonition to the Corinthians - vs-13



1. Be alert



2. Stand firm



3. Be courageous



4. Be strong 



5. Do everything in love
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D.  Paul's appeal to them  vs. 15-18



1.  Submit to and assist the family of Stephanas - vs. 15-16



2.  Paul's thanks for Stephanas, Fortunatus, Achaicus-vs. 15-18a



3.  Paul asks that the Corinthians also acknowledge them-v. 18b


E.  Greetings from Asia to Corinth -  vs. 19-20


F.  Paul's final word to them -vs. 21-24



1. Paul's signature -vs.21



2. Paul's apostolic warning - vs.22



3. Paul's final benediction- vs. 23-24




a. The grace of Christ -vs. 23




b. The love of Paul - vs. 24
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